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CITED PATENT PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. S 1.131 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 

I, the signer of the present declaration, hereby declare as follows: 

1 . That I am the sole inventor of the present application. 

2. That I am presenting this declaration to establish completion of the invention of the 
present application in the United States, at a date prior to March 27, 2000, that is the effective date 
of the cited art. United States Patent 6,977,680 to Ichihara that was cited by the Examiner in the 
Official Action dated March 23, 2007, in the above-identified application. 

3. That in order to establish the date of invention of this application prior to March 27, 

2000, the following attached documents are submitted as evidence: 

(a) Exhibit A: Twelve (1 2) pages of the invention description, in Japanese, that 
was prepared at least as early as March 2, 2000, together with a translation 
thereof (dates have been redacted). 

4. That I invented the invention recited in the claims of the present application and 
provided the above Japanese Exhibit to my company's Patent Department at least as early as 



Serial No.: 09/833,649 

March 27, 2000 (the effective date of Ichihara). That since the present application was filed in 
Japan on April 14, 2000, and since I was working with my Japanese Patent Attorney during the 
operative period to finalize this application for filing, there has been diligence during the period 
from the preparation of the invention description until April 14, 2000, the date my application 
was first filed internationally. Evidence of diligence is attached hereto as follows: 

(a) Exhibit B: Two (2) pages, Japanese language with English translation, of 
correspondence dated March 2, 2000, instructing attorney to meet with 
inventor to discuss invention disclosure; 

(b) Exhibit C: Two (2) pages, Japanese language with English translation, of 
correspondence dated March 8, 2000, instructing attorney to prepare 
draft patent application; and 

(c) Exhibit D: Two (2) pages, Japanese language with English translation, of 
correspondence dated April 1 1 , 2000, instructing my attorney to file my 
patent application. 

As can be seen from these attached documents, my attorney was instructed to meet 
with me to discuss and prepare a draft patent application on March 2, 2000. Between March 2, 
2000, and April 14, 2000, I communicated with my attorney on several occasions to discuss the 
invention, reviewed the draft application for completeness and accuracy, and authorized its filing. 

As such, the invention in this application was made at least by March 2, 2000, which is a 
date earlier than the effective date of the Ichihara reference and there was diligence from just 
prior to the effective date of Ichihara, namely March 27, 2000, through the filing date of the 
priority application, namely April 14, 2000. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true or 
believed to be true; that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; 
and further that these statements are punishable by fine or imprisonment or both, under Section 
1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that willful false statements may jeopardize the 
validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 
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5. Signature: 
Inventor: 

Full name of first inventor: Satoshi OKAMOTO 



Inventor's signature. 



July 6, 2007 
Date ^ ' 



Citizenship: Japanese 

Residence: 1 1-46, Senzui 3-chome, Asaka-shi, Saitama, Japan 

Post Office Address: 1 1-46, Senzui 3-chome, Asaka-shi, Saitama, Japan 
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SHNoHl 1-081 01-2560 

To: Intellectual property division 



Invention Disclosure Docunaent 



Author Office Densetsu SFl, Name Satoshi Okamoto 

1. Title of the invention 

Image Transmission Control Method For Digital Still Camera 
It may be limited to DSC 

2. Technical field of the invention 



3. Conventional art and their disadvantages (copies are attached for patents or documents of 
other companies) 



Cited reference 


Number, etc. 


Applicant, etc. 


Remarks 


1 


Japanese Patent Laid- 
Open No, 9-37125 


Canon Inc. 




2 








3 








4 









(Differences between the present invention and the conventional art) 

The conventional art assumes that when an image is transmitted on an imaging side (a 
digital still camera and the like), all shot images are transmitted. The present invention has a 
storage medium such as a memory card and performs the transmission if capacity of the memory 
card has become insiifEicient» which can be listed as a difference . As an advantage of having 
the memory card, it is conceivable that, if the image has been transmitted to a specific server and 
the like, a printer having a slot for the memory card and the like cannot be instantaneously used. 
Therefore, in the present invention, as the images after being shot, there are images to be saved 
in the memory card and images to be transmitted and saved in the server. Moreover, attached 
information (thumbnails and the like) on the respective transmitted images has been saved on the 
camera side so that the transmitted images can be checked also from the camera side, a user can 



check both of the transmitted images and other images, which is a major difference between the 

present invention and the conventional art. 

They can be distinguished by displaying them at OSD. 
It can be seen on which side a main image exists. 

4. Problems to be solved by the invention 

In a digital still camera market with yearly increasing pixel count, the most concerned 
issue is the capacity of the memory (storage medium). Therefore, the present invention 
proposes that, without depending on ly qn the storage mediuiiL an image signal is traismitted to a 
specific server via a network such as the Internet mitmuhej^^ be limtte j. 

Although Japanese Patent Laid-open No, 9-37125 and the like also describe such an invention, 
the present invention does not transmit all shot images and also has the storap;e mftHnim similarly 
to a conventional digital camera. And onlv if an image bevond the canacitv of the storage 
medium is shot , the transmission to the server is performed via the network. 



SUB Select medium <-> transmit (manually or automatically) 



(1) 



Keep the thumbnail in the medium. If the transmission has been performed. 



SUB Adds an identifier to a 
transmitted file. Transmitted 
mark 

SUB Create transmission 
files and transmit them 
collectively (transmit an order 
file, a file name, the number of 
images) 



SUB: Write transmission information in TAG 

SUB: Create the transmission files 

SUB: Transmitted with characters 

'"Transmitted" 

SUB: Display with a mark 

SUB: Display for indicating a transmission 

destination 

SUB: Display for indicating a transmission 
receiving side 



Server mark 
Bordering 
Icon color 
White fiame, 
black frame, 
arrow 

Specification 
by Mr. 
Miyake 



Collectively transmit 

• Establish communication 

• Select 

• Transmit 

• End 

It is cumbersome to set them for each image. 

Batch transmission is also possible. At this time, a mark indicating that it has been selected is 
displayed on a display. 
Frame color and the like 

It is not possible to receive them from the server and reproduce a main image. 



When the reproduction of the main image of 




is performed, the thumbnail may be 



displayed. 

The following point can be listed as a reason thereof. In the digital camera market 
today, according to the increasing pixel count, not only demands from PC users, but also 
demands from non-PC users for using the image directly in the printer through the storage 
medium to print it have increased. Therefore, if all inaages on the camera side have been 
transmitted, the printing is eventually performed by using a personal computer and the like, and 
the non-PC users cannot easily use the printer at home to perform the printing. 

Moreover, the attached information (thumbnails and the like) on the images has been 
kept on the camera side so that the transmitted images can also be checked. This attached 
information is similarly included also with respect to the images on the camera side, and in the 
attached information, it can be seen whether the image is the transmitted image or the image 
within the storage medium. And as necessarv, also with respect to the image which has been 
transmitted once, the image can also be pulled back from the server to the camera to the extent 
that the memorv capacity on the camera side permits. By doing so, it is conceivable that the 
server and the medium can be advantageously utilized depending on the capacity of the storage 
medium in hand or an application of the image. 

5. Means for solving the problems 

• Means for transmitting an image signal through a network such as the Internet. 



6. (a) Example 

An example in the present invention is shown as a flowchart in FIG. 1 , 



Moreover, an example of displaying attached iiifonnation (thumbnails) on images on a 
liquid crystal screen is shown in FIG. 2. 

(b) Other examples 

(c) Other conceivable applications 

7. (a) Advantages of the invention 

• Since a server of a transmission destination is used in conjunction with a storage 
medium of a camera, limitation of a memory can be eliminated, and at the same time, an 
application of utilizing only the storage medium not via a personal computer can also be 
supported. 

• Since the attached information (thumbnails and the like) on the images has been kept 
on the camera side, the images can be checked even after they have been transmitted. 



(b) Unexpected advantages of the invention 



(c) Advantages specific to the examples 

8. (a) Claims 

• A device for trammitting an image signal to a server and enabling writing data in a 
storage medium. 

(b) Step-by-step description with respea to respective technical means for defining the 

claims 

9. Brief description of the drawings 
<Fia 1> 

In the case of performing transmission after shooting 



START 



Shooting 



snz 

SI 14- 




Store thumbnail data 
in storage medium 





"Compression and 
transmission 












^ Save image file in 
server 



Compression 



Store image file in 
storage medium 




END 



5/10 



In the case of performing the transmission from a reproducing system 



START - 



Select image 



Rnum to image 
selection ictttn 



S200 





Tmasmit 








image file 




main im^ge 



irmge fi\t hat 
b«coinxumil 
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Access server 



r3 



Receive image 
file 



Infonnadoo indicatiog 
that tho image file has 
been stored 
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<FIG.2> 
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(b) ^m<r>'f'm^^^isi^ 
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8. (a) ^m^<omm 



(b) 
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To: Matsuura International Patent Office 
Mr. Haraguchi 
TEL 03-3340-5181 
FAX 03-3340-5186 

Fuji Photo Film Co,, Ltd, 

Intellectual property division (Tokyo) Yasuhiro Shinkai 
TEL 03-3406-9690 
FAX 03-3406-2171 
E-nnail shinkai @tokyo.fujifiliiLcojp 

Dear Sirs: 

It is our pleasure that your firm prospers more than ever, 

I would like to ask you to have a meeting for applications on Friday, March 3, 2000. 
Therefore, I have sent you disclosure documents as foUow, so I would like to ask you to 
check and receive them. 

Sincerely yours, 

Noto 

Meeting for the disclosure documents 
Date and time: March 3 (Fri) 13:00-17:00 
Place: Asakcn H-Wing 3F, Third meeting room 



Inventor Contents Approximate time 




The disclosure documents of Shigyou and Sugawara have been already sent to you. 



End 




ma . 

TEL 03-33405181 
FAX 03-3340-5186 

Ta. ■ 03 (3406) 9690 
FAX 03 (3406) 2171 
E™ilshlnkalSlK)kw.luj-rfflm.co.jp 

• V ■ ■ • ■ • ■ . . ' • 

^fiJ5i2#3^3Q^iiB(;:tibfii»^$t>ti2aHut\;£u^r, 

BK:3^3B(S> 13:OO"l'7:o0 
SRfr :.«8ef H» -3 F Jg=SaiS 
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To: Matsuura International Patent Office 

FF Order Number: 10012560 
Cost Code: OMl 

Request for creating a spccificacion for a patent or a utility model in Japan 

March 8, 2000 
Fuji Photo Film Co., Ltd. 
Intellectual property division 

Chief Engineer, Jun Nakamura 

We request you to create a specification as follows: 
Category: Patent 
Name: 

Jitoku Number 012360 

Person in charge at the Intellectual property division: (Denkou) Shinkai 
Person in charge of communication: Densetsu SF, Satoshi Okamoto 
Preferred person in charge of your firm: Mr Haraguchi 
Level of importance: Normal 
Level of urgency: Normal 
Due date 

Due date for draft of specification: Until April 03, 2000 
Preferred application date: Until April 13, 2000 
Final due date for application: Until April 16, 2000 
Domestic Priority: 

Indication of previous application: 

Information: Fee rank is A, 




Notice: If there is any problem with the above terms (the due dates and the persons in 
charge), please contact the person in charge at the Intellectual property division to adjust the 
terms before submitting the acknowledgment of order. 



M t 3 - K 



10012580 
01-11 



^/jg 12 ^ 3 ^ 8 B 
i fi^ 6ilf «t» *} g 
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^ fiti ^ 3{s la ^ # 



012560 




S @S ^ 411 : 



¥^ 12 ^ 04 ^ 
¥^ 12 ^ 04 ^ 
12 * 04 ^ 



03 B ^ T- 
13 B * t? 
16 B * T- 



To: Matsuura International Patent Office 



Request for a patent or a utility model in Japan 



April 11,2000 
Fuji Photo Film Co., Ltd, 
Intellectual property division 
Technical Editor, Mikio Tomizuka 



We request you to file an application in the JPO as follows: 




Category: Patent 
Jitoku Number: 012560 

Person in charge at the Intellectual property division: Shinkai 
Person in charge of communication: Densetsu SF, Satoshi Okamoto 

Preferred application date: Until April 1 7, 2000 
Final due date for application: Until April 20, 2000 

Number of claims: 27 

Domestic Priority: 

Indication of previous application; 

Co-Applicant: None 
Information: IPC: H04N 5/223 

Name and Address of invenior(sl 



OKAMOTO, Satoshi 



(Asaka) 
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